STATEMENT OF WILLIAM E. STAUBS
My name is William E. Cobra Staubs, and I was a Private Investigator on the Haleigh Cummings missing child case.  I was retained by Crystal Sheffield’s father, Johnny Sheffield, to investigate the whereabouts of his missing granddaughter, Haleigh Cummings, and to ascertain who was responsible for her abduction.  Later, I contracted with Ruby Kanger, Crystal Sheffield’s step-mother. Kim Picazio and I worked closely together on the case, and have been friends for many years.  I was the one who referred Kim Picazio to Crystal Sheffield for representation with the media and family law issues.  
During my investigation in Satsuma, Florida, I discovered that Marie Griffis was blogging on the internet.  I warned Kim Picazio to keep Crystal’s family from leaking information of the ongoing investigation.  It was very important that our investigative information was protected from the public and possible suspects in the small town of Satsuma, Florida.  Marie Griffis and her friends continued to blog information on the internet, which disrupted my investigations, and Kim Picazio’s efforts to represent Crystal Sheffield.  I received emails from Marie Griffis which stated that she was going to get Kim Picazio off the case by any means, because she would not seek custody of Ronald Cummings, Jr. for her daughter, Crystal.
It has been alleged by the Bar Inquiry that Kim Picazio and I requested Kendall Clark, a/k/a Pirate Girl, to spread false information on the internet.  This is outright false, and we would have never given sensitive information to a blogger.  Kendall Clark constantly emailed Kim Picazio with rumors on the internet regarding the Haleigh Cummings case, asking us to confirm the rumors.  Both Kim Picazio and I worked very hard in the field and in the media, and did not have time to spend blogging on the internet.  Further, I stayed with Kim Picazio in the same in a hotel suite when she was in Satsuma, and I never saw her blogging on the internet.

I never called Kendall Clark while drinking, and neither did Kim Picazio.  I do not drink alcohol.  I never did a three way call with Kendall Clark and Kim Picazio to my knowledge.  Kendall Clark, blogger Pirate Girl, called me numerous times seeking inside information in the Haleigh case to heat things up.  She called me at various hours of the evening, asking for information she could put on the internet.  She wanted information about any of the family members, who I was investigating for the abduction of Haleigh. Clark was more interested in the “dirt” on the family, than the facts of the disappearance of the missing child.  Clark also used third parties on several occasions to make contact with me to get rumors or other information on the family members of Haleigh.  She told me she was blogging information on the Internet.  She told me she was blogging information on both Ronald Cummings and Crystal Sheffield to create a “drama”.  

At one point, it got so bad, that I took a stance, along with Kim Picazio, and we told Kendall Clark to stop divulging rumors on the internet.  Disenchanted and unhappy with the cut off from information, she arranged through another blogger, Thomas Russo, a/k/a Nunzio on Websleuths, to have lunch with me in Satsuma, Florida.  They asked if I would meet them with other bloggers to give them information on Kim Picazio and family members of Haleigh Cummings.  At that meeting, she was interested in any negative things I knew about Crystal Sheffield.  I did not give her any information.  We had a friendly lunch, it was well received by everyone.  
Several days later, Clark began blogging that I had “scared” her.  She has constantly tried to reinvent herself by making different identities.  She would hide behind different internet names, and refused to give me her real name when she asked me to meet her at lunch in Satsuma.  Clark then began defaming Kim Picazio on the internet, and attempted to become close friends with Marie Griffis.  
This attack on Kim Picazio is pure rhetoric.  I was never asked to inflame stories by Picazio or anyone in her staff.  Kim Picazio and I did not feel that Detective Merchant was corrupt, and would never ask anyone to represent he was.  The conflicts between Kim Picazio and I during the Haleigh Cummings case did not result from in the false claims made by Clark about Haleigh staffer, Jeremiah Regan.  These claims regarding Kim Picazio and Jeremiah Regan are false.  I did not tape record any conversation with Jeremiah and Kim.  Kim Picazio’s husband and I remain close friends, as do Kim and I.  Kim’s husband never found her doing anything improper with Jeremiah or anyone else in a hotel room.  These allegations by Clark are completely false, and were rumors spread on the internet, in part by Marie Griffis to get Kim off the case.  Marie Griffis made these false claims against Kim during a time when Kim was representing her daughter, and would not file for custody.  

Kim Picazio and I had conflicts during the case because she adamantly defended her client.  During the course of the case, I personally witnessed Crystal Sheffield take illegal narcotics on several occasions.  I attempted to tell Kim that her client was doing drugs.  Kim Picazio did not want me releasing this information to the public.  I confronted Crystal’s family about her drug use, and they believed she should be put in rehab.  I was present at a meeting between Crystal Sheffield and her Father, Marty Sheffield, when her father demanded Crystal go to rehabilitation for drug abuse and addiction.  Crystal refused.  At that time, Kim Picazio and I were naturally on different “sides” of the case, as she was representing Crystal Sheffield.  
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